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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

The Vermont Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired’s 2017 Fiscal Year was an 
exciting one. We served more clients than 
ever before. We jump started our online 
communications activity and we have made 
some advances in our efforts to fund our 
mission and work.

The number of clients we serve has increased 
by 65% in the last 12 years. In fiscal year 
2017, we served over 1,250 adults. There 
are an estimated 13,000 Vermonters who 
are currently blind or visually impaired. As 
the “Baby Boomer” generation ages this 
number is expected to increase to at least 
25,000 by 2030. People are living longer and 

longer so we anticipate that the increase in 
demand for our services will continue well 
into the future. As a result, our neighbors, 
family and friends are among those who 
may be coping with vision loss.

It’s clear to us at VABVI that our mission 
and services will continue to play a critical 
role in the lives of many Vermonters well 
into the future. We are working harder than 
ever to ensure that all Vermonters know 
that we are here to support anyone living 
in Vermont who is experiencing vision loss.  

In order to ensure people all over Vermont 
are aware of our services, we have increased 
our online presence and will continue to do 
so into the future. We now have a dedicated 
staff person to manage our communications 
program, and have increased our activity 
on social media by starting a monthly blog, 
e-newsletter, and twitter account. Stay 
tuned for more exciting advances to our 
online communications efforts. If you want 
to receive our e-newsletter please subscribe 
by visiting our website, under “Contact 
Info” and click the Subscribe button!

Our efforts to provide our services to as 
many Vermonters with vision loss as we 
can would not be possible without support 
from individuals, businesses, foundations 
and service clubs. Our fiscal year 2017 
brought a close to our 90th Anniversary 
Fundraising Campaign. We reached our 
goal of $90,000 and we could not have 
done it with the support of all our donors!

On behalf of our staff, Board and 
volunteers I would like to thank you for 
your support of our efforts to ensure that 
every Vermonter with a visual impairment 
can achieve everyday independence.

Steven Pouliot
Executive Director
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A D U LT  S E R V I C E S

Program Updates
•  Adult Services bid farewell to a long time 

employee this past year. Jeff Schroeder 
has retired after over 30 years as a VABVI 
employee. We are very excited for him and 
want to thank him for all his hard work and 
dedication over the years. We wish you a 
happy and relaxing retirement Jeff!

•  Adult Services welcomed Jerry Doody, Aldona Petrenas-Mann, 
Sharon Willie-Padnos, Jack Trainor and a volunteer assistant,  
Monica Sanchez.  

•  Our annual Technology Fair was held in April of 2017 in Winooski 
at the Middle and High School. Many vendors provided hands-on 
demonstrations of classic and new assistive technologies. There were 
special breakout sessions focused on the adjustment process to vision 
loss, iPhone accessibility and emergency preparedness.  

PALS Groups
(Peer Assisted Learning and Support) 

PALS Groups are held in 14 counties throughout the 
state, where members meet each month to discuss the 
practical, social and emotional challenges of vision 
loss. They also share coping strategies with each other 
on how maintain their independence! This past year, 
PALS Groups held events such as Dining in the Dark 
and Bowling in the Dark where they raised over 
$1,000 and awareness for VABVI’s services. We owe a 
huge thank you to our PALS Groups for all their time, 
effort and thoughtfulness! 
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C H I L D R E N  S E R V I C E S

Program Updates 

HAPI 
(Helping Adolescents Prepare for Independence)
The HAPI program enables Teachers of the Visually Impaired (TVIs) 
and Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapists (CVRTs) to work one-
on-one with students to practice daily living skills. The transition 
aged student will be able to improve their abilities to complete many 
day to day activities such as, preparing and cooking meals, shopping 
independently at the grocery store, organizing, matching and washing 
clothes, cleaning in the home, managing finances, exploring careers 
and so much more. Grants for this program are matched by The 
Gibney Family Foundation to help our HAPI students gain their 
independence. Thank you Gibney Family Foundation!

IRLE Summer Camp 
(Intensive Residential Life Experience) 

This summer, VABVI brought the students sailing on 
Lake Champlain and they learned how to steer a sail boat 
for the first time. Students also went bowling, and for 
many it was their very first experience! While staying at 
University of Vermont, students explored career options 
by interviewing various UVM 
staff and inquiring about 
their roles. IRLE participants 
also had the opportunity to 
practice their independent 
living skills away from home, 
and establish new friendships 
with others through group 
challenges and activities.
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O U R  D E D I C AT E D  V O L U N T E E R S

In 2017, volunteer recognition luncheons were held in the Northern 
and Southern part of the state. Volunteers were recognized for their 
achievements, contributions, and help  supporting VABVI’S mission. 
A luncheon was held at the South Burlington office and VABVI’S 
President’s Award was presented to Bob Mallabar of Colchester, VT. 
The Northern Volunteer of the year award was presented to Kuno 
Olson of Burlington, VT.  The Southern luncheon was held at River 
Valley Technical Center where the Southern Volunteer of the year 
was presented to Priscilla Lindberg of Cavendish, VT. 

If you are interested in volunteering, contact Vicki Vest at       
(802) 863-1358 ext. 243 or vvest@vabvi.org

Currently, VABVI has 200 active 
volunteers serving many 
roles throughout the state. 
Drivers, Clerical Office Support, 
Development Helpers, Readers and 
Bingo Volunteers all play a part to 
make the lives of individuals with 
vision loss more manageable.  

Kuno Olson accepts the Northern Volunteer of the Year Award 
from Steven Pouliot (Executive Director) and Vicki Vest (Volunteer 
Coordinator). Congratulations and thank you Kuno!

3,513

110,343

4,240

hours of time and talents 
donated by volunteers in 
2017.

miles logged by 
volunteer drivers.

trip requests fulfilled by 
volunteers.

Thank you to all our volunteers!
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2 0 1 7  A N N U A L  D I N N E R

Thank You to all who joined VABVI at our 2017 Annual Dinner & Auction 
at The Burlington Country Club on May 25, 2017. With your help we 
are able to continue our mission. This year, we introduced mobile bidding 
and sold over 80 exciting items, many of which are local to Vermont or 
handcrafted by clients. Thank you to all of our Silent & Live Auction 
Sponsors for supporting blind and visually impaired Vermonters. We hope 
to see you all next year! 

A special Thank You to our 
Table Sponsors

Gold Sponsor
 Vermont Mutual Insurance

Silver Sponsors
Essex Junction Lions Club

FedEx
Neagley & Chase Construction

Robert & Polly McEwing
Tom Frank & Janet Dooley

Bronze Sponsors
BlueCross BlueShield VT
Burlington Country Club

Castleton Lions Club with Jeff & Patricia 
Schroeder 

Concept 2, Inc. 
EyeCare of Vermont

G.W. Plastics
Kinney Pike

MBF Bioscience
Northfield Savings Bank

People’s United Bank
TD Bank

5



E N A B L I N G  V E R M O N T E R S  E V E R Y D AY

I recently worked with an 84 year old client who had 
developed severe diabetic retinopathy; his main goal 
was to be able to once again see photographs of his 
family. He had lost his wife a few years earlier and 
couldn’t view his family pictures anymore. He also 
wanted to be able to read the sports section of the 
local paper and didn’t want to have others read it to 
him. The solution was a desktop electronic magnifier 
called a CCTV. I brought the device in and set it up 
for him. I showed him how to adjust the zoom and 
focus on the device, and he put a picture of his wife 
under the camera. I’ll never forget the look on his 
face as he began to smile and tear up. I’d be lying if 
I said I didn’t do the same. Such a simple thing truly 
made all the difference in the world to this man, that 
day. I was then treated to the latest news about his 
local high school sports team. 

Daniel E. Norris
M. Ed.Supervisor of Adult Services

Timeka Giroux, 
9th grade 
braille student 
submitted her 
artwork entitled 
“Carving 
Bubbles by 
Touch”, in the 
2017 American 
Printing 
House for the 
Blind InSights 
Art Competition, and won 
Honorable Mention in the category for 
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Grades! 
Because her artwork won an award, she 
has been invited to travel to Louisville, 
Kentucky in October to receive her award in 
person. Congratulations Timeka! 

Amy Gates, South Burlington TVI

“ “

” ”
Congratulations to our 2017 Client College Acceptances! 
• TVI Steph Carmichael reported that client Jack C. was accepted into the College Steps Program at Johnson State College.

• TVI Sara Dessau reported that client Abshiro I. was accepted into Johnson State College to major in Business and minor in Arts.

• TVI Dan Howarth reported that client Hunter B. will be attending Johnson State and client Myles R. is leaning towards Lyndon State.
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Online Giving
We are now accepting online donations, where donors can enjoy 
hassle-free donations and the knowledge that your donation is 
put to work immediately.

It’s easy to donate online.
1.  First, go to our simple, secure online donation form at  

http://www.vabvi.org/make-a-donation/

2. Next, click the Donate Here button.
3. Choose your amount. Every dollar helps.
4.  Provide your contact info, your payment method and   

any optional details.

VABVI Leadership Circle
Initiated in 2017, the Leadership Circle recognizes individuals 
and families whose annual giving to VABVI is $500 and above. 
By making an annual gift at the leadership level, you provide 
VABVI with the greatest flexibility in responding to the needs 
of all our clients across Vermont.

If you are interested in joining  our Leadership Circle please visit 
http://www.vabvi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/
Leadership-Circle-Letter.pdf

Become a VABVI Corporate Partner
If you are interested in becoming a Corporate Partner please visit 
http://www.vabvi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/
VABVI-Corporate-Partnership-Program.pdf

For more information on ways you can support VABVI, please 
contact Erika Farmer, Development Director at efarmer@vabvi.org 
or 802-863-1358 ext. 224.

Leave Your Legacy
Many of our supporters have discovered that with a little 
planning, you don’t need to be wealthy to make a profound 
difference to VABVI’s mission. We’re here to help you explore 
the various donation methods to ensure your future gift is tax 
effective and takes your family’s needs into consideration. For 
more information on making VABVI a beneficiary in your Will 
please visit http://www.vabvi.org/planned-giving/

W E  N E E D  Y O U R  S U P P O R T
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C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

VABVI is now active within the Twitter 
community at: www.twitter.com/VABVI_ 
Follow us to stay up to date on events and news!

#HowEyeDoIt Campaign Launch: Dan Norris 
(Supervisor of Adult Services) started the #HowEyeDoIt 
online campaign to create awareness and feature 
visually impaired or blind individuals showing their 
independence.  This online campaign is featured on our 
Blog, YouTube, Facebook and Twitter in hopes to start 
a national trend that shows the world that people who 
are visually impaired or blind can do the same things 
everyone else can, just in a different way.

VABVI Blog: Our updated website now features a 
Blog – where visitors can view the most recent news, 
resources, success stories, updates and events happening 
within the Vermont Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired. Visit today at www.vabvi.org, under 
“Community&News!” 

To sign up for 
our monthly 
eNewsletter, visit 
our website and 
click the subscribe 
button under 
“Contact Info”.

Donor Recognitions
SymQuest: “SymQuest Group, Inc., a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Konica Minolta Business 
Solutions, U.S.A., Inc., recently hosted their 
21st Annual Golf Tournament to benefit  
VABVI. “For 21 years SymQuest has been 
giving back to the community through 
our annual tournament.” commented 
SymQuest President and CEO, Larry 
Sudbay. “This year we were deeply honored 
to support VABVI, and help expand their 
mission to every Vermonter in need of 
their services.” VABVI wants to issue a very sincere thank 
you to SymQuest, for their support and donation of $9,050.   
We are so grateful!

Order of the Eastern Star – Grand Chapter of Vermont
This past year, VABVI was chosen as the Stars of Service project recipient, 
and they donated $16,514 to our cause.  We want to give The Order of 
the Eastern Star a very heartfelt thank you for supporting our mission! 
The Order of the Eastern Star is an international fraternal organization in 
which both men and women may belong. Eastern Star is a social Order 
comprised of persons with religious convictions and spiritual values, but 
is not a religion.  Its appeals rest in the true beauty of the refreshing and 
character-building lessons that are portrayed in its ritualistic work.  A deep 
fraternal bond exists between its members. Each year, the Grand Matron 
and Grand Patron choose a charity to support. 
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Birds of Vermont Museum
Bolton Valley Resort
Boyden Valley Winery &      
   Spirits
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Burlington City Arts
Cabot Creamery
Champlain Leather
Champlain Valley Exposition
Chappell’s Florist
Chasworth Farm
Cheese Traders
City Market
Cody Shand
Crow Bookshop
Crown Point Country Club
Curtis Lumber
Esc4pe Room
Essex Cinemas
Fairbanks Museum
Five Guys
Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts
Gardener’s Supply
Greater Burlington YMCA
Green Mountain Inn
Hampton Inn Colchester
Hannaford

Hen of the Wood
Higher Ground
Hilton Hotel Burlington
Hotel Vermont
Hunger Mountain Coop
Institute of Contemporary Art
Julia Bessy
Keeping Good Company
Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.
King Arthur Flour
Kountry Kart Deli
Lake Champlain Maritime  
   Museum
Lake Champlain Shoreline  
   Cruises
Leonardo’s Pizza
LS&S
Massage Envy
Maxi-Aids
Maxi’s Restaurant
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McEwing
Montshire Museum of Science
My Little Cupcake
New England Patriots
Northern Lights Rock and Ice
Paddlesurf Champlain
Pauline’s Cafe
Petra Cliffs

Phoenix Books
Pizzeria Verita
Planet Fitness
Prohibition Pig
Red Sox Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Richman
Rocky Ridge Golf Club
Ron Yonkers Studio
Salem Inn
Salem Witch Museum
Sarducci’s Restaurant
Shelburne Farms
Shelburne Museum
Shelburne Vineyards
Skinny Pancake
Sleeping Bear Custom    
   Woodworking
Small Dog Electronics
Smugglers’ Notch
Sneaker’s Bistro
Snowflake Chocolates
Stowe Mountain Resort
The Edge
The Essex Resort & Spa
The Simmering Bone
Timeka Giroux
Trapp Family Lodge
University Mall

University of Vermont
Vermont Comedy Club
Vermont Liberty Tea
Vermont Salt Cave
Vermont Teddy Bear
Wendell’s Furniture

A U C T I O N  D O N O R S
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City of Barre
City of Montpelier
City of South Burlington
Town of Albany
Town of Alburgh
Town of Arlington
Town of Berlin
Town of Bethel
Town of Bloomfield
Town of Bridport
Town of Brighton
Town of Brookline
Town of Cabot
Town of Calais
Town of Cambridge
Town of Castleton
Town of Charlotte

Town of Craftsbury
Town of Danby
Town of East Montpelier
Town of Eden
Town of Enosburgh
Town of Essex
Town of Fairfax
Town of Fairlee
Town of Fayston
Town of Glover
Town of Granville
Town of Guildhall
Town of Hartford
Town of Highgate
Town of Holland
Town of Jay
Town of Lowell

Town of Lunenburg
Town of Manchester
Town of Marshfield
Town of Middlesex
Town of Middletown Springs
Town of Milton
Town of Moretown
Town of Mt. Holly
Town of North Hero
Town of Northfield
Town of Pawlet
Town of Peacham
Town of Randolph
Town of Readsboro
Town of Richford
Town of Roxbury
Town of Royalton

Town of Saint Johnsbury
Town of Shaftsbury
Town of Sharon
Town of Sheldon
Town of Starksboro
Town of Stowe
Town of Thetford
Town of Tunbridge
Town of Underhill
Town of Wallingford
Town of Waterbury
Town of Weathersfield
Town of Wells
Town of Weston
Town of Williston

Alma Gibbs Donchian    
   Foundation
Ben & Jerry’s Foundation
The Byrne Foundation
Comcast Corporation
Fanny Allen Foundation
Francis & Louise Nichols   
   Foundation

Freeman Foundation of VT 
Community Foundation
French Foundation
George W. Mergens   
   Foundation
The Gibney Family Foundation
Morris and Bessie Altman   
   Foundation

New England Federal           
   Credit Union
PBM Nutritionals
Pizzagalli Foundation
Vermont Children’s Trust  
   Foundation

S U P P O R T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

S U P P O R T I N G  F O U N D AT I O N S
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Gregory Abajian
David Arms
David C. Arms 50th Birthday 
Leith Avery 
Kathleen Bade 
Kathleen Bassett Cramer 
Michael Bassett 
Stanley Beauregard 
Aaron Berry 
Julia Bessy 
Carrie Biathrow 
John H. Bloomer
James Bottomley 
Mildred Boucher 
Oscar Boucher 
Theresa Boucher 
Hollis Bowen 
Irene Boyd 
Natalie Boyer 
Nancy Brown 
Wilma Brown 
Barbara Buchanan 
William Bundy 
Edward Burkart 
Jason Burleson 
Berkeley Buzzell 
Marge Campbell Shaw 
Patricia Carruth 

Norman Case 
Audrey Cassarino 
William Charles Sullivan 
Ira Chomski 
Charles Chuck Leonard 
Kathleen Clark Griggs 
Robert Clark 
Audra Clarkson
King Lion Mel Coburn
Elizabeth R. Collins
Donald Conlin
Alice M. Coppock
Gee Costelloe 
Jules Cote 
Emma Cross 
Joyce Cross 
Rose Crowley 
Tom Crowley 
Helen Davis 
Norman Davis 
Theresa Devino 
Ruth Dionne 
Millicent Dixon 
Jack Dorey 
Gerald Dupont 
Pam Durant 
Manuella Eastman 
Carol Eaton 

Mary Flanagan 
Samual Frank 
Dr. Fred 
Marjorie Gendron 
Manuel Gomez 
Margaret Goodell 
Lilyan Gravel 
Gloria Griffith 
Bernard Guay 
Don Hadd 
Jeanne Hansen 
Shirley Hartley 
William Hauke Jr. 
William Hauke Sr. 
Jeremiah Hayes 
Nancy Horton 
Paul Hughes 
Ruth Kesick 
Dorothy Kingsley 
Ernest Kish 
Bob Lanoue 
Robert Letorney 
Madi
Mel & Mike 
Robert Malabar 
Nicholas Mangieri
John D. Masters 
Roger Mattison 

Thomas McConnell 
William McDonnell 
Alice Metcalf 
Priscilla Mocek 
John Mood
Justin J. Mueller 
Brad Mullin 
Robert Myers 
H. Nelson Morrell 
Tamara Nowakowski 
Jason O’Grady  
Marjorie Olio 
Sandra Page 
Beatrice Phalen 
Alice Phelps 
Millie Pierce 
Bob Polatsek 
Steven Pouliot 
Roger Prevost 
Rose Provetto 
Ruth Quist 
Willie Racine 
Judith Ratte 
Lillian Raymond 
Jean Rice 
Craig Rich
Matthew Joseph Richard
Marcel Riendeau

T R I B U T E S
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Edgar C. Robinson
Morris Rowell 
Albert Roy 
Yvonne Sargent 
Jere Scanlon 
Irene Schillhammer
Bob & Jane Schultz
Lynne Selig

James & Eva Shannahan
Merell & Winnifred Sherburn
Olive Sinnamon 
Charles D. Sjolander
Olivia Smith-Hammond 
Larry Squires 
Dr. Stanley Greenberg 
Eastern Star 

Donna Stratton 
Paul Sumner II 
Paul Sumner III 
Marta Thorne 
Melinda Underwood 
Harry Van Tuyl, Jr. 
Ralph Van Woert’s 100th      
   Birthday

Marcelle Viens 
Marie Vogeler
Carolyn Lynn Wagner 
Marcella Walsh 
Lawrence Washburn 
Doris Whitcomb 
Robert Wilcox 
Donna Wilhelm

Website: www.vabvi.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/vabvi.org 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/VABVI_
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Dr. J. Christian Abajian MD
American Legion Post #13
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
Barre Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Barton
Mr. Richard H. Becken
Ms. Judith C. Becker
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Belden
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Berian
Ms. Joanne Berry
Mrs. Betsey Berryman
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bessy
Bethel Rotary Club
Mrs. Barbara Bissonette
Stephanie & Joe Bissonette
Mr. & Mrs. William Black
Mr. Bill Black
Mr. D. Michael Boardman
Ms. Gloria J. Bowin
Brattleboro Food Co-op
Mr. John Brausch
Mr. Guy G. Breault Sr.
Mr. Louis B. Bresee Jr.
Mr. Robert Brinckerhoff &
    Ms. Louise Hammond
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brisson
Ms. Barbara Ann Brooker
Mr. & Mrs. James Brown
Mr. Geo Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brown

Mr. Paul Bruhn
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Bump
Ms. Karen Burgess
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Burleson
Mr. James Campbell
Ms. Susan Canada
Ms. Patricia S. Carruth
Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Mr. Alfred N. Cassarino
Castleton Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Catto
Cersosimo Lumber
Ms. Cathy Chamberlain
Charitable Foundation of  Bryant 
Chucking Grinder Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Charlebois
Mr. Thomas E. Chase
Chroma Technology Corp
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cimonetti
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Clark
Co-operative Insurance    
   Companies
Community National Bank
Mrs. Anne Conlin
Ms. Henrietta P. Connor
Cooper Insurance Services
Ms. Amanda Cordano
Mr. Theron Corliss
Mr. Leonard Courcelle
Charles R. Cyr O.D.

Ms. Madeleine Deininger
Mrs. Jane Denker
Ms. Theresa Devino
Mr. Winston Dezaine
Doubletree Hotel
Brian & Karyl Drew
Mr. Kirby Dunn
Dynapower
E.A.S.Y. LLC
Mr. & Mrs. James Edgerton Sr.
Elks BPOE #916
Enosburg Falls Lions Club
Essex Junction Lions Club
Dr. John N. Evans
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Facey III
Fair Haven Aerie #3907
FairPoint Communications
Mr. David Farrell
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Feltus O.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo W. Finelli
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Finlay
Margaret & Joan Flanagan
Ms. Mary T. Flanagan
Mr. John E. Fothergill
Fraternal Order of Eagles # 2551
Fraternal Order of Eagles #793
Ms. Penny P. Gage
Allen and Sandy Gartner
Mr. Richard M. Gaull

Mr. & Mrs. David Gaylord
Mr. & Mrs. David Gelinas
Georgia Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. John Gersbach
Ms. Barbara Giaimo
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gillett
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gilman
Ms. June Giroux
Mrs. Ruth R. Gjessing
Ms. Phyllis Gold
Mrs. Lynda Goldsmith
Ms. Linda R. Goodspeed
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth I. Gross
Mr. Joseph Guertin
Mrs. Jane Harding Gurney
R. Avery Hall & Andrea B. Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hanley
Mr. & Mrs. David Hauke
Ms. Elizabeth Hazen
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Heinrich
Mr. & Mrs. David C.     
   Henderson
Mr. William P. Herbst
Ms. Mary V. Hoffman
Holy Angels Catholic Church
HomeShare Vermont
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Horner
Ms. Gertrude Horridge
Dr. & Mrs. Edward S. Horton
Lt. Col & Mrs. Donald Hughes

G E N E R A L  S U P P O R T  D O N O R S  ($100 AND ABOVE)
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Mr. & Mrs. David Hyde
Mr. Henry A. Ingraham
Ms. Geraldine Jacobson
Ms. Debbie B. Johnson
Ms. Mary Ellen Johnson
Ms. Janice Jordan
Ms. Sarah Judd
Keeping Good Company
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll F. Ketchum
Mr. & Mrs. William Klenoshek
Dr. & Mrs. William A. Knorr
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanoue
Larkin Realty
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Letorney
Mrs. Constance Levesque
Mr. Charles Levin
Mr. & Mrs. Lew Levin Sr.
Liberty Mutual
Ms. Betsy Mack
Mr. Ali Mahra
Mr. Bob Mallabar
Mr. Howard A. Manosh
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Gerry Martin
Mascoma Savings Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Masters
Dr. & Mrs. Dana F. McGinn
Ms. Marilyn McQuaide
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas E. Mead
Mr. Frank Melendy
Ms. Elizabeth B. Miles
Ms. Lynn W. Miles
Ms. Sara Moore

Ms. Angela Motahari
Moulton’s Spectacle Shoppe
Mrs. Marion Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. James Murray
Mutuo Inc.
Mrs. Alice A. Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Nadeau
Ms. Grace Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Newell
Tri Nguyen
Ms. Beverly Ann Nichols
Norwich Lions Club
Mr. Ralph Noyes
Mr. Thomas O’Donovan
Mr. & Mrs. Kuno E. Olson
Operating Engineers Local 98
Order of the Eastern Star- 
   Grand Chapter of VT
Ms. Alta Palmer
Ms. Virginia Parezo
Mrs. Anne Paul Hurlburt
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Peck IV
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pelkey
Mrs. Rose Pels
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Perrin
Pete & Penny Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Pizzagalli
Ms. Lisa A. Pizzagalli
Ms. Patricia Pizzagalli
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Plante
Mr. & Mrs. Steven P. Pouliot
Ms. Mary Pratt
Ms. Anne Proctor

Mr. Kenneth Quinney
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Racine
Karola Ranft
Ms. Patricia Reasoner & 
   Ms. Lois D’Arcangelo
Ms. Shirley M. Reid
Ms. Lyse Riendeau
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Riendeau
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Rocheleau
Rock of Ages Corporation
Mr. David L. Rome
Mr. Albert Roy
Rutland Optical, Inc.
Ms. Evelyn Sanderson
Mr. Leo Schiff & Ms. Joy    
   Hammond
Mr. & Mrs. Alan     
   Schillhammer
Mr. Kenneth R. Selig
Mr. John Senning
Mrs. Jeanette Sherwin
Mr. Joseph Silva
Ms. Janice M. Smith
South Burlington Rotary
Springfield Food Co-op
Ms. Elizabeth Steele
Ms. Millie Steingress
Stowe Rotary Club
Strafford Area Lions Club
Ms. Sara Sussman
Mr. Burton S. Tabakin
Ms. Patricia Talty

Mr. & Mrs. James Taylor
Mr. Charles Tetreault
Ms. Hilaire Thomas
Ms. Sheila Thurston
Tyler Place
Union Mutual Fire Ins. Co.
United Bag Corporation
Mrs. Alice Van Tuyl
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce T. Venner
Vergennes Lions Club
Vermont Eastern Star Home, Inc.
Vermont Lions Charities, Inc.
VFW #792
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Vogl
W.W. Building Supply
Richard H. Wadhams Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene & Lili Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Walther
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Wamsley
Mr. Todd Webb
White River Lodge #90
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Williams
Ms. Olive Wilson
Ms. Donna Winchester
Mr. & Mrs. P. Frank Winkler
Women’s Fellowship
Mrs. Elizabeth Woods
WowToyz
Ms. Nancy Wright
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffery Young
Ms. Margaret Young
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2017 Board of Directors
 Andrew Bessy

Dr. Stephen Feltus, OD
Tom Frank

Tom Heinrich
Robert Lanoue
Chryl Martin
Adam Osha

James Ouellette

Board Officers
Board President: Tom Frank

Vice President: Andrew Bessy
Treasurer: Adam Osha
Secretary: Chryl Martin

VABVI Staff 

Sarah Barton
Allison Brodie
Steve Brodie

Andrea Capron
Stephanie Carmichael

Ira Chomsky
Kerry Clifford

Agnes Clift
Julia Connell

Rishi Connelly
Al Davis

Sara Dessau
Jerry Doody
Erika Farmer

Robin Freehart
Allie Futty
Amy Gates

Virginia Goodman
De Haskell

Andrea Hershberg
Sarah Holm

Daniel Howarth
Kim Irish-Aldrich

Eileen Marrier
Frank Micalizzi

Lori Newsome
Etsuro Nishiyachi

Daniel Norris
Samantha O’Brien

David Parah
Tina Pelkey

Cathie Peller
Camilla Perkins

Aldona Petrenas-Mann
Steven Pouliot
Katy Quinlan

Ayeshah Raftery
Liese Reagan

Hilda Rodriguez
Monica Sanchez
Jeff Schroeder
Katie Shappy

Eric Shaw
Linda Steinmiller
Sheila Thurston

Jack Trainor
Melinda Underwood

Vicki Vest
Hope Watson

Sharon Wille-Padnos
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(Back row from left)

Erika Farmer
Director of Development

  Daniel Norris
Supervisor of Adult Services

Steven Pouliout
Executive Director

(Front row from left)

Stephanie Bissonette
Supervisor of Children’s Services

  Lori Newsome
Office Manager

Kathleen Quinlan
Director of Operations

2017 Consumer 
Advisory Council

 Shirley Dolan
Donna James
Laura McKay

Laurel Meunier
Emil “Pony” Pornelos

Erzsebet “Elizabeth” Revesz
Paul Sumner
Cheryl Wilder
Kevin Wood
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Management



F I N A N C I A L S

“Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” 
– Mark Twain
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Revenue
Children’s Services Grants
Adult & Elderly Services
Volunteer Services
Donations
Various Agency Services
Other
Total Revenue

Expenses
Children’s Services
Adult & Elderly Services
Volunteer Services
Development and Public Education
Administration
Total Expenses

  646,973
569,717
139,207
223,143

1,085,317
335,624

2,999,981 
 

  1,572,213
998,862
200,415
254,367
34,740

3,060,597 

Children’s 
Services  22%

Children’s 
Services  51%

Various Agency 
Services  36%

Other  11%

Adult & Elderly 
Services  19%  

Adult & Elderly 
Services  33%  

Volunteer Services  5% 

Volunteer Services  7% 

Development and Public 
Education 8% 

Donations  7% 

Administration  1% 

July 2016 through June 2017



Berlin
13 Overlook Drive
Suite 1
(877) 350-8838

Brattleboro
130 Austine Drive
Suite 280
(877) 350-8840

South Burlington
60 Kimball Ave
(800) 639-5861

Rutland
80 West Street
Suite 202
(877) 350-8839

Annual Report Creation
Executive Editor: Erika Farmer

Content By: Emily Hamilton and Katie Shappy
Design: Courtney Satz

For questions or inquiries please contact development@vabvi.org. 

O U R  O F F I C E S
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Children’s 
Services  22%

Children’s 
Services  51%

Adult & Elderly 
Services  19%  
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